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Our Mission

To protect the lives and property of the citizens of St. Johns County through emergency \ ,
preparedness programs within our County. The primary role of Emergency Management is to W L
develop and implement comprehensive disaster planning, mitigation and response activities within
St. Johns County under the provisions of Florida statutes.

St Johns County
Geographic Inqumahon Systems

What We Do

The St. Johns County Department of Emergency Management is responsible for the Disaster
Preparedness of our County and the Evacuation Assistance Program for our citizens who need
assistance in the event of an evacuation.

The St. Johns County Department of Emergency Management was created by and operates under
Florida Statute 252. This Program provides for the development and management of the County's
Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (C.E.M.P.). In addition, this Program is responsible
for Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Recovery during any type of disaster that may occur in
St. Johns County.

Emergency Management and Community Officials must be able to react promptly and effectively in
the event of an incident, disaster, or major emergency. Often, there is no warning of emergencies
such as with tornadoes, explosions, or major fires. The prevention of loss of life and property
depends on rapid decision-making.
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When Seconds Count, StormReady Communities are Prepared
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Americans live in the most severe weather-prone country on Earth. Each year, Americans cope with

an average of 10,000 thunderstorms, 2,500 floods, 1,000 tornadoes, as well as an average of 6

deadly hurricanes. Potentially deadly weather impacts every American. Communities can now rely

on the National Weather Servi ce6s St or mReady program to help the
Mother Nature.

Hurricane Season: June 1st through November 30th
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HURRICANE TRACKING CHART

Caribbean Sea

Some 90% of all presidentially declared disasters are weather related, leading to around 500 deaths
per year and nearly $14 billion in damage. StormReady, a program started in 1999 in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, helps arm America's communities with the communication and safety skills needed to
save lives and propertyi before and during the event. StormReady helps community leaders and
emergency managers strengthen local safety programs.

StormReady communities are better prepared to save lives from the onslaught of severe weather
through better planning, education, and awareness. No community is storm proof, but StormReady
can help communities save lives.
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Atlantic Tropical Cyclone Names

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012
Andrea Arthur Ana Alex Arlene Alberto
Barry Bertha Bill Bonnie Bret Beryl
Chantal Cristobal Claudette Colin Cindy Chris
Dean Dolly Danny Danielle Don Debby
Erin Edouard Erika Earl Emily Ernesto
Felix Fay Fred Fiona Franklin Florence
Gabrielle Gustav Grace Gaston Gert Gordon
Humberto Hanna Henri Hermine Harvey Helene
Ingrid ke lda Igor Irene Isaac
Jerry Josephine Joaquin Julia Jose Joyce
Karen Kyle Kate Karl Katia Kirk
Lorenzo Laura Larry Lisa Lee Leslie
Melissa Marco Mindy Matthew Maria Michael
Noel Nana Nicholas Nicole Nate Nadine
Olga Omar Odette Otto Ophelia Oscar
Pablo Paloma Peter Paula Philippe Patty
Rebekah Rene Rose Richard Rina Rafael
Sebastien Sally Sam Shary Sean Sandy
Tanya Teddy Teresa Tomas Tammy Tony
Van Vicky Victor Virginie Vince Valerie
Wendy Wilfred Wanda Walter Whitney William

Since 1953, Atlantic tropical storms have been named from lists originated by the National Hurricane
Center and now maintained and updated by an international committee of the World Meteorological
Organization. The lists featured only women's names until 1979, when men's and women's names
were alternated. Six lists are used in rotation. Thus, the 2007 list will be used again in 2013. Here is
more information on the history of naming hurricanes.

The only time that there is a change in the list is if a storm is so deadly or costly that the future use of
its name on a different storm would be inappropriate for reasons of sensitivity. If that occurs, then at
an annual meeting by the WMO committee (called primarily to discuss many other issues) the
offending name is stricken from the list and another name is selected to replace it.
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What is Lightning?

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Weather
Service (NOAA) it is as follows:

The action of rising and descending air within a thunderstorm separates positive and
negative charges. Water and ice particles also affect the distribution of electrical charge.

Lightning results from the buildup and discharge of electrical energy between positively and negatively
charged areas.

The average flash could light a 100-watt light bulb for more than 3 months.
Most lightning occurs within the cloud or between the cloud and ground.

Your chances of being struck by lightning are estimated to be 1 in 600,000 but could be reduced by
following safety rules.

Most lightning deaths and injuries occur when people are caught outdoors.
Most lightning casualties occur in the summer months and during the afternoon and early evening.

The air near a lightning strike is heated to 50,000 degrees, (hotter than the surface of the sun). The rapid
heating and cooling of air near the lightning channel causes a shock wave that results in thunder.

Many fires in the western United States and Alaska are started by lightning. In the past decade, over
15,000 lightning-induced fires nationwide have resulted in several hundred million dollars a year in
damage and the loss of 2 million acres of forest.

Personal Lightning Safety Tips from The National Lightning Safety Institute (NLSI)

1.

Plan in advance your evacuation and safety measures. When you first see lightning or hear thunder,
activate your emergency plan. Now is the time to go to a building or a vehicle. Lightning often precedes
rain; so don't wait for the rain to begin before suspending activities.

If Outdoors i Avoid water. Avoid the high ground. Avoid open spaces. Avoid all metal objects including
electric wires, fences, machinery, motors, power tools, etc. Unsafe places include underneath canopies,
small picnic or rain shelters, or near trees. Where possible, find shelter in a substantial building or in a
fully enclosed metal vehicle such as a car, a truck, or a van with the windows completely shut. If lightning
is striking nearby when you are outside, you should:

— Crouch down. Put feet together. Place hands over ears to minimize hearing damage from thunder.
— Avoid proximity (minimum of 15 ft.) to other people.

If Indoors i Avoid water. Stay away from doors and windows. Do not use the telephone. Take off
headsets. Turn off, unplug, and stay away from appliances, computers, power tools, and TV sets.
Lightning may strike exterior electrical lines and phone lines, inducing shocks to inside equipment.

Suspend Activities for 30 minutes after the last observed lightning or thunder.

Injured Persons do not carry an electrical charge and can be handled safely. Apply First Aid procedures
to a lightning victim if you are qualified to do so. Call 911 or send for help immediately.

Lightning Myths and Facts:

Myth: If it is not raining, then there is no danger from lightning.
Fact: Lightning often strikes outside of heavy rain and may occur as far as 10 miles away from any rainfall.
Myth: The rubber soles of shoes or rubber tires on a car will protect you from being struck by lightning.



Fact: Rubber-soled shoes and rubber tires provide NO protection from lightning. However, the steel frame
of a hard-topped vehicle provides increased protection if you are not touching metal. Although you may be
injured if lightning strikes your car, you are much safer inside a vehicle than outside.

Myth: People struck by lightning carry an electrical charge and should not be touched.

Fact: Lightning-strike victims carry no electrical charge and should be attended to immediately. Contact
your local American Red Cross chapter for information on CPR and first aid classes.

Myth: "Heat lightning" occurs after very hot summer days and poses no threat.

Fact: What is referred to as "heat lightning" is actually lightning from a thunderstorm too far away for thunder
to be heard. However, the storm may be moving in your direction.

Tornadoes

Late afternoons on hot spring days are the most likely time for tornadoes to occur. This is @

not the rule however. Tornadoes may occur in any month of the year, day or night. -~
Tornadoes may occur without warning. You cannot always rely on weather reports of an
approaching tornado, conditions change to rapidly. On the average, 771 tornadoes are g’
reported annually throughout the United States. It is for this reason that it's so important to

have an Emergency Plan for yourself and your family.
Weather Terminology

Thunderstorm Watch i Severe thunderstorms are possible in and around the watch area.

Thunderstorm Warning 1 Severe thunderstorms occurring in warning area.

Tornado Watch 7 An announcement that tornadoes and severe thunderstorms are possible in a specified
area. More simply put, "conditions are favorable for a tornado to develop".

Tornado Warning i An announcement that a tornado has been detected in a specified area. Take shelter.
More simply put, "a tornado has actually been sighted".

Protect Yourself - Protect Your Family

At Home i The safest place to be during a tornado is in a basement, underground. If there is no basement
(which is the case for most of us here in Florida), go to a small room nearest the center of your home, such as
a bathroom or a closet. Place as many walls between yourself and the outside of your home as possible.

Mobile Homes i Residents of mobile homes should find shelter elsewhere at signs of severe weather.
Unfortunately, mobile homes have greater risk of damage from high winds. Make arrangements for yourself
and your family to go elsewhere if the need should arise. Go stay with a friend or relative. As a last resort, go
outside and lie flat on the ground with your hands covering your head and neck.

In Your Vehicle - Your vehicle is the least safe place to be during a tornado. Tornadoes can toss cars - even
large trucks - around like toys. Never try to outrun a tornado. If you see a funnel cloud or hear a warning is
issued while you are in your vehicle, leave it and find shelter in a building. If a tornado approaches and there
are no safe structures nearby, lie flat in a ditch or other ground depression with your arms over your head.

Tornado Danger Signs

Severe Thunderstorms Heavy Rain Lightning Strong Winds
Hall Thunder Roaring Noise Funnel Cloud

PUBLIC SHELTER SUPPLY LIST

3-day supply of water
1 gallon of water per person / per day

3-day supply of non-perishable foods per person
If you require specialized foods, you must bring them with you

3-day supply of all your medications, specialized equipment and supplies,
(oxygen, Depends, urinals, sanitary napkins, etc)

If you are a diabetic on insulin, bring a small cooler for your insulin

Personal grooming items: toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, soap, towel,
washcloth, comb / brush

Flashlight with extra batteries Manual can opener

Pillows Important papers

Blankets Personal Identification
Sheets Eye glasses

Wheelchair / Walker Books, magazines, cards, etc.
Egg crate / Air mattress Sleeping bag

Lawn chair, chaise lounge style Cot

Please bring one of these items for your comfort. There are no beds or

cots available at the public shelters.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS YOU CAN CALL
ST. JOHNS COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
(904) 824-5550
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St. Johns County
Hurricane Evacuation Shelter Locations

The following shelters are designated as official hurricane shelter locations by the Department of Emergency
Management. You should try to evacuate to the home of a friend or family member outside of the Evacuation
Area. A shelter should be your refuge of last resort if you have absolutely nowhere else to go.

Not every site will open for every evacuation, so please monitor the local radio and / or TV station, or

contact the Department of Emergency Management at (904) 824-5550 to find out which Shelters are open
when an evacuation order is given.

Hurricane Evacuation Shelters

Bartram Trail High School
2050 Roberts Road

Cunningham Creek Elementary School
1205 Roberts Road

Fruit Cove Middle School
3180 Race Track Road

Durbin Creek Elementary School
4100 Race Track Road

Hickory Creek Elementary School
235 Hickory Creek Trail

Mill Creek Elementary School
3750 International Golf Parkway

Osceola Elementary School
1605 Osceola Elementary Road

Otis Mason Elementary School
2300 SR-207

Pedro Menendez High School
600 SR-206 West

South Woods Elementary School
Pet-Friendly | 4750 SR-206 West

Timberlin Creek Elementary School
Pet-Friendly | 555 Pine Tree Lane

Special Needs Hurricane Evacuation Shelters

Hastings Community Center
6195 South Main Street
Hastings

Pacetti Bay Middle School
245 Meadowlark Lane
St. Augustine

The Special Needs Shelters are for persons with special medical needs that cannot be met in a Public Shelter.
Pre-registration is strongly encouraged for assignment to a Special Needs Shelter, prior to a disaster. If you
have some type of "Special Need," please feel free to contact the Department of Emergency Management at
(904) 824-5550 to request an Evacuation Assistance Request Form. We will mail one to your home for you to
fill out and return to our office.

www.sjcemergencymanagement.org www.sjcemergencymanagement.com
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Weather Terminology
Hurricane

A hurricane is a violent storm originating over tropical waters with sustained (constant)
winds of over 74 miles per hour. The winds, as in tropical depressions and storms, blow in
a counterclockwise direction around the center. The diameter of these storms may range
anywhere from 100 to 1,000 miles.

To make the predicted hazards of an approaching hurricane easier to understand,
hurricane forecasters have developed a disaster potential scale, which assigns storms into five categories.
This scale is called the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale.

Eye - The center portion of the storm around which winds and rain rotate. Winds are calm and skies are clear
or partly cloudy when the eye of a storm passes.

Storm Surge - A large dome of water often 50 to 100 miles wide that sweeps across the coastline near where
a hurricane makes landfall. The stronger the hurricane and the shallower the offshore water, the higher the
surge will be along the coast. Storm surge is the greatest threat to life and property.

Storm Tide - The combination of the storm surge and the normal astronomical tide.

Advisory - Advisory messages are issued by the National Hurricane Center, concerning all tropical
depressions, tropical storms, and hurricanes. An advisory gives details as to where the storm is located, its
intensity, its direction and its speed of movement. Precautionary measures are given for ships and coastal
residents near the storm center. Advisories are broadcast over most radio and television stations.

Hurricane Watch - A hurricane watch is issued for coastal waters and immediate adjacent land areas when
hurricane conditions are expected for the area within 36 hours. Hurricane conditions are sustained winds of
74 miles per hour or greater (64 knots...) associated with a tropical cyclone.

Hurricane Warning - A hurricane warning is issued when hurricane conditions are expected for coastal waters
and immediate adjacent land areas within 24 hours.

Tropical Storms

Tropical Storm Watch - An announcement is made for specific coastal areas where tropical storm conditions
pose a possible threat within 36 hours.

Tropical Storm Warning - A warning that tropical storm conditions, including possible sustained winds within
the range of 39 to 73 miles per hour.

Tropical Depression - A tropical depression is a closed circulation of low atmospheric pressure, originating
over tropical waters, that blow counterclockwise around a center at speeds less than 39 miles per hour.

Tropical Storm - A tropical storm is a closed circulation of low atmospheric pressure, originating over tropical
waters, that blow counterclockwise around a center at speeds ranging from 39 to 73 miles per hour.

Non-Tropical Storms

Gale Warning - A gale warning is issued when sustained winds of 39 to 53 miles per hour (34 to 47 knots)
associated with a non-tropical storm are expected over the coastal waters and immediate adjacent land areas.

Storm Warning - A storm warning is issued when sustained winds of 55 miles per hour (48 knots) associated
with a non-tropical storm are expected over coastal waters and immediate adjacent land areas.
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