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Our Mission 
 
To protect the lives and property of the citizens of St. Johns County through emergency 
preparedness programs within our County.  The primary role of Emergency Management is to 
develop and implement comprehensive disaster planning, mitigation and response activities 
within St. Johns County under the provisions of Florida statutes. 
 
What We Do 
 
The St. Johns County Department of Emergency Management is responsible for the Disaster 
Preparedness of our County and the Evacuation Assistance Program for our citizens who need 
assistance in the event of an evacuation. 
 
The St. Johns County Department of Emergency Management was created by and operates 
under Florida Statute 252.  This Program provides for the development and management of the 
County's Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (C.E.M.P.).  In addition, this Program is 
responsible for Mitigation, Preparedness, Response and Recovery during any type of disaster 
that may occur in St. Johns County. 
 
Emergency Management and Community Officials must be able to react promptly and 
effectively in the event of an incident, disaster, or major emergency.  Often, there is no warning 
of emergencies such as with tornadoes, explosions, or major fires.  The prevention of loss of life 
and property depends on rapid decision-making. 
 

 
 
When Seconds Count, StormReady Communities are Prepared 

 
Americans live in the most severe weather-prone country on Earth. Each year, Americans cope 
with an average of 10,000 thunderstorms, 2,500 floods, 1,000 tornadoes, as well as an average 
of 6 deadly hurricanes. Potentially deadly weather impacts every American. Communities can 
now rely on the National Weather Serviceôs StormReady program to help them guard against 
the ravages of Mother Nature.  

Some 90% of all presidentially declared disasters are weather related, leading to around 500 
deaths per year and nearly $14 billion in damage. StormReady, a program started in 1999 in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, helps arm America's communities with the communication and safety skills 
needed to save lives and propertyï before and during the event. StormReady helps community 
leaders and emergency managers strengthen local safety programs. 

StormReady communities are better prepared to save lives from the onslaught of severe 
weather through better planning, education, and awareness. No community is storm proof, but 
StormReady can help communities save lives.  

St. Johns County | Storm Ready Community | August 9, 2005 
 

Map by: St. Johns County Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
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What is Lightning?  
 

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration National Weather 
Service (NOAA) it is as follows: 
 

 The action of rising and descending air within a thunderstorm separates positive and 
negative charges.  Water and ice particles also affect the distribution of electrical charge. 

 Lightning results from the buildup and discharge of electrical energy between positively and 
negatively charged areas. 

 The average flash could light a 100-watt light bulb for more than 3 months. 

 Most lightning occurs within the cloud or between the cloud and ground. 

 Your chances of being struck by lightning are estimated to be 1 in 600,000 but could be reduced by 
following safety rules. 

 Most lightning deaths and injuries occur when people are caught outdoors. 

 Most lightning casualties occur in the summer months and during the afternoon and early evening. 

 The air near a lightning strike is heated to 50,000 degrees, (hotter than the surface of the sun).  The 
rapid heating and cooling of air near the lightning channel causes a shock wave that results in 
thunder. 

 Many fires in the western United States and Alaska are started by lightning.  In the past decade, 
over 15,000 lightning-induced fires nationwide have resulted in several hundred million dollars a 
year in damage and the loss of 2 million acres of forest. 

 

Personal Lightning Safety Tips from The National Lightning Safety Institute (NLSI) 
 

1. Plan in advance your evacuation and safety measures.  When you first see lightning or hear 
thunder, activate your emergency plan.  Now is the time to go to a building or a vehicle. Lightning 
often precedes rain; so don't wait for the rain to begin before suspending activities. 

 

2. If Outdoors ï Avoid water. Avoid the high ground.  Avoid open spaces.  Avoid all metal objects 
including electric wires, fences, machinery, motors, power tools, etc.  Unsafe places include 
underneath canopies, small picnic or rain shelters, or near trees.  Where possible, find shelter in a 
substantial building or in a fully enclosed metal vehicle such as a car, a truck, or a van with the 
windows completely shut.  If lightning is striking nearby when you are outside, you should: 
 

 Crouch down.  Put feet together.  Place hands over ears to minimize hearing damage from 
thunder. 

 Avoid proximity (minimum of 15 ft.) to other people. 
 

3. If Indoors ï Avoid water. Stay away from doors and windows.  Do not use the telephone.  Take off 
headsets. Turn off, unplug, and stay away from appliances, computers, power tools, and TV sets.  
Lightning may strike exterior electrical lines and phone lines, inducing shocks to inside equipment. 

 

4. Suspend Activities for 30 minutes after the last observed lightning or thunder. 
 

5. Injured Persons do not carry an electrical charge and can be handled safely.  Apply First Aid 
procedures to a lightning victim if you are qualified to do so.  Call 911 or send for help immediately. 

 

Lightning Myths and Facts: 
 

Myth: If it is not raining, then there is no danger from lightning. 

Fact: Lightning often strikes outside of heavy rain and may occur as far as 10 miles away from any 
rainfall. 
Myth: The rubber soles of shoes or rubber tires on a car will protect you from being struck by lightning. 
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Fact: Rubber-soled shoes and rubber tires provide NO protection from lightning.  However, the steel 
frame of a hard-topped vehicle provides increased protection if you are not touching metal.  Although you 
may be injured if lightning strikes your car, you are much safer inside a vehicle than outside. 

Myth: People struck by lightning carry an electrical charge and should not be touched. 

Fact: Lightning-strike victims carry no electrical charge and should be attended to immediately.  
Contact your local American Red Cross chapter for information on CPR and first aid classes. 

Myth: "Heat lightning" occurs after very hot summer days and poses no threat. 

Fact: What is referred to as "heat lightning" is actually lightning from a thunderstorm too far away for 
thunder to be heard.  However, the storm may be moving in your direction. 

 

Tornadoes 

 

Late afternoons on hot spring days are the most likely time for tornadoes to occur.  This is 
not the rule however.  Tornadoes may occur in any month of the year, day or night.  
Tornadoes may occur without warning.  You cannot always rely on weather reports of an 
approaching tornado, conditions change to rapidly.  On the average, 771 tornadoes are 
reported annually throughout the United States.  It is for this reason that it's so important to 
have an Emergency Plan for yourself and your family. 
 
Weather Terminology 
 
Thunderstorm Watch ï Severe thunderstorms are possible in and around the watch area. 
 

Thunderstorm Warning ï Severe thunderstorms occurring in warning area. 
 

Tornado Watch ï An announcement that tornadoes and severe thunderstorms are possible in a specified 
area.  More simply put, "conditions are favorable for a tornado to develop". 
 

Tornado Warning ï An announcement that a tornado has been detected in a specified area.  Take 
shelter.  More simply put, "a tornado has actually been sighted". 
 
Protect Yourself - Protect Your Family 
 
At Home ï The safest place to be during a tornado is in a basement, underground.  If there is no 
basement (which is the case for most of us here in Florida), go to a small room nearest the center of your 
home, such as a bathroom or a closet.  Place as many walls between yourself and the outside of your 
home as possible. 
 
Mobile Homes ï Residents of mobile homes should find shelter elsewhere at signs of severe weather.  
Unfortunately, mobile homes have greater risk of damage from high winds.  Make arrangements for 
yourself and your family to go elsewhere if the need should arise.  Go stay with a friend or relative.  As a 
last resort, go outside and lie flat on the ground with your hands covering your head and neck.  
 
In Your Vehicle - Your vehicle is the least safe place to be during a tornado.  Tornadoes can toss cars - 
even large trucks - around like toys.  Never try to outrun a tornado.  If you see a funnel cloud or hear a 
warning is issued while you are in your vehicle, leave it and find shelter in a building. If a tornado 
approaches and there are no safe structures nearby, lie flat in a ditch or other ground depression with 
your arms over your head. 
 
Tornado Danger Signs 
 
Severe Thunderstorms  Heavy Rain  Lightning  Strong Winds  
Hail    Thunder  Roaring Noise  Funnel Cloud 
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Weather Terminology 
 

Hurricane 
 

A hurricane is a violent storm originating over tropical waters with sustained (constant) 
winds of over 74 miles per hour. The winds, as in tropical depressions and storms, blow in 
a counterclockwise direction around the center. The diameter of these storms may range 
anywhere from 100 to 1,000 miles. 
 

To make the predicted hazards of an approaching hurricane easier to understand, hurricane forecasters 
have developed a disaster potential scale, which assigns storms into five categories. This scale is called 
the Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale. 
 

Eye - The center portion of the storm around which winds and rain rotate. Winds are calm and skies are 
clear or partly cloudy when the eye of a storm passes. 
 

Storm Surge - A large dome of water often 50 to 100 miles wide that sweeps across the coastline near 
where a hurricane makes landfall. The stronger the hurricane and the shallower the offshore water, the 
higher the surge will be along the coast. Storm surge is the greatest threat to life and property. 
 

Storm Tide - The combination of the storm surge and the normal astronomical tide. 
 

Advisory - Advisory messages are issued by the National Hurricane Center, concerning all tropical 
depressions, tropical storms, and hurricanes. An advisory gives details as to where the storm is located, 
its intensity, its direction and its speed of movement.   Precautionary measures are given for ships and 
coastal residents near the storm center.  Advisories are broadcast over most radio and television 
stations. 
 

Hurricane Watch - A hurricane watch is issued for coastal waters and immediate adjacent land areas 
when hurricane conditions are expected for the area within 36 hours.  Hurricane conditions are sustained 
winds of 74 miles per hour or greater (64 knots...) associated with a tropical cyclone. 
 

Hurricane Warning - A hurricane warning is issued when hurricane conditions are expected for coastal 
waters and immediate adjacent land areas within 24 hours. 
 

Tropical Storms 

 
Tropical Storm Watch - An announcement is made for specific coastal areas where tropical storm 
conditions pose a possible threat within 36 hours. 
 

Tropical Storm Warning - A warning that tropical storm conditions, including possible sustained winds 
within the range of 39 to 73 miles per hour. 
 

Tropical Depression - A tropical depression is a closed circulation of low atmospheric pressure, 
originating over tropical waters, that blow counterclockwise around a center at speeds less than 39 miles 
per hour. 
 

Tropical Storm - A tropical storm is a closed circulation of low atmospheric pressure, originating over 
tropical waters, that blow counterclockwise around a center at speeds ranging from 39 to 73 miles per 
hour. 
 

Non-Tropical Storms 
 

Gale Warning - A gale warning is issued when sustained winds of 39 to 53 miles per hour (34 to 47 
knots) associated with a non-tropical storm are expected over the coastal waters and immediate adjacent 
land areas. 
 

Storm Warning - A storm warning is issued when sustained winds of 55 miles per hour (48 knots) 
associated with a non-tropical storm are expected over coastal waters and immediate adjacent land 
areas. 
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Marine 
       
Special Marine Warning - Special marine warnings are issued when short-lived frequent wind gusts of 34 
knots (39 miles per hour) or greater are occurring or expected to occur over water. These winds are most 
often associated with thunderstorms. Special marine warnings are also issued when waterspouts are 
observed or expected to occur over water. 
 

Small Craft Advisory - Small craft advisories are issued when sustained winds of 21 to 33 knots (24 to 38 
miles per hour) or seas of seven feet or greater or are occurring or are expected to occur over water. 
 

Small Craft Exercise Caution - This is issued when sustained winds of 15 to 20 knots (17 to 23 miles per 
hour) or seas of six feet are occurring or are expected to occur over the water. 
 

Marine Weather Statements - Marine weather statements are issued to advise boaters of significant 
weather phenomena that pose a threat to small boats but do not reach the criteria of the other warnings 
or advisories. 
 

Hurricane Intensities | Saffir-Simpson Scale 
 

Category One Hurricane - Winds 74-95 mph (64-82 knots or 119-153 km/hr).  Storm surge generally 4-5 
ft above normal.  No real damage to building structures.  Damage primarily to unanchored mobile homes, 
shrubbery, and trees.  Some damage to poorly constructed signs.  Also, some coastal road flooding and 
minor pier damage.  Examples:  Hurricane Gaston of 2004. 
 

Category Two Hurricane - Winds 96-110 mph (83-95 knots or 154-177 km/hr).  Storm surge generally 6-
8 feet above normal.  Some roofing material, door, and window damage of buildings.  Considerable 
damage to shrubbery and trees with some trees blown down.  Considerable damage to mobile homes, 
poorly constructed signs, and piers.  Coastal and low-lying escape routes flood 2-4 hours before arrival 
of the hurricane center.  Small craft in unprotected anchorages break moorings.  Examples:  Hurricane 
Isabel 2003, Hurricane Frances  2004. 
 

Category Three Hurricane - Winds 111-130 mph (96-113 knots or 178-209 km/hr).  Storm surge 
generally 9-12 feet above normal.  Some structural damage to small residences and utility buildings with 
a minor amount of curtain wall failures.  Damage to shrubbery and trees with foliage blown off trees and 
large trees blown down.  Mobile homes and poorly constructed signs are destroyed.  Low-lying escape 
routes are cut by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of the hurricane center.  Flooding near the coast 
destroys smaller structures with larger structures damaged by battering of floating debris.  Terrain 
continuously lower than 5 feet above mean sea level may be flooded inland 8 miles (13 km) or more.  
Evacuation of low-lying residences with several blocks of the shoreline may be required.  Examples:  
Hurricane Ivan and Hurricane Jeanne 2004. 
 

Category Four Hurricane - Winds 131-155 mph (114-135 knots or 210-249 km/hr).  Storm surge 
generally 13-18 feet above normal.  More extensive curtain wall failures with some complete roof 
structure failures on small residences.  Shrubs, trees, and all signs are blown down.  Complete 
destruction of mobile homes.  Extensive damage to doors and windows.  Low-lying escape routes may 
be cut by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of the hurricane center.  Major damage to lower floors of 
structures near the shore.  Terrain lower than 10 ft above sea level may be flooded requiring massive 
evacuation of residential areas as far inland as 6 miles (10 km).  Examples:  Hurricane Charley 2004, 
Hurricane Dennis 2005. 
 

Category Five Hurricane - Winds greater than 155 mph (135 knots or 249 km/hr).  Storm surge generally 
greater than 18 feet above normal.  Complete roof failure on many residences and industrial buildings.  
Some complete building failures with small utility buildings blown over or away.  All shrubs, trees, and 
signs blown down.  Complete destruction of mobile homes.  Severe and extensive window and door 
damage.  Low-lying escape routes are cut by rising water 3-5 hours before arrival of the hurricane center.  
Major damage to lower floors of all structures located less that 15 ft above sea level and within 500 yards 
of the shoreline.  Massive evacuation of residential areas on low ground within 5-10 miles (8-16 km) of 
the shoreline may be required.  Examples:  Hurricane Camille 1969, Hurricane Andrew 1992. 
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Storm Surge 
 
ñThe greatest potential for loss of life related to a hurricane is from the storm surge.ò    
  - Brian Jarvinen, National Hurricane Center 
 
A lack of hurricane education and planning are the common links of all major hurricane disasters.  By 
knowing your vulnerability and what actions should be taken, you can greatly reduce the effects of a 
hurricane disaster.  If you live in coastal or low-lying areas, areas that flood frequently, or in 
manufactured homes, you will be asked to evacuate.  To be "Hurricane Prepared" you should have a 
family plan, a disaster supply kit, a place to go, secure your home and if you are a pet owner - have a pet 
plan. 
 
"Storm Surge" is another ingredient of a hurricane.  What is a storm 
surge?  Storm surge is water that is pushed toward the shore by the 
force of the winds swirling around the storm.  This advancing surge 
combines with the normal tides to create the hurricane storm tide, 
which can increase the mean water level 15 feet or more.  
Additionally, wind driven waves are superimposed on the storm tide.  
This rise in water level can cause severe flooding in coastal areas, 
particularly when the storm tide coincides with the normal high tides.  Because much of the densely 
populated Atlantic and Gulf Coast coastlines lie less that 10 feet above mean sea level, the danger from 
storm tides is tremendous. 
 
Wave and current action associated with the tide also causes extensive damage.  Water weighs 
approximately 1,700 pounds per cubic yard; extended pounding by frequent waves can demolish any 
structure not specifically designed to withstand these forces.  The currents created by the tide combine 
with the action of the waves to severely erode beaches and coastal highways.  Many buildings withstand 
hurricane force winds until their foundations, undermined by erosion, are weakened and fail. 
 
The level of surge in a particular area is also determined by the slope of the continental shelf.  A shallow 
slope off the coast will allow a greater surge to inundate coastal communities.  Communities with a 
steeper continental shelf will not see as much surge inundation, although large breaking waves can still 
present major problems.  Storm tides, waves, and currents in confined harbors severely damage ships, 
marinas, and pleasure boats. 
 
Storm surge also affects rivers and inland lakes, potentially increasing the area that must be evacuated. 
 
The more intense the storm, and the closer a community is to the right-front quadrant, the larger the area 
that must be evacuated.  The problem is always the uncertainty about how intense the storm will be 
when it finally makes landfall.  Emergency managers and local officials balance that uncertainty with the 
human and economic risks to their communities.  This is why a rule of thumb for emergency managers is 
to plan for a storm one category higher than what is forecast.  This is a reasonable precaution to help 
minimize the loss of life from hurricanes.  
 
Wave and current action associated with the tide also causes extensive damage. Water weighs 
approximately 1,700 pounds per cubic yard; extended pounding by frequent waves can demolish any 
structure not specifically designed to withstand such forces. 
 
The currents created by the tide combine with the action of the waves to severely erode beaches and 
coastal highways. Many buildings withstand hurricane force winds until their foundations, undermined by 
erosion, are weakened and fail. 
 
In estuaries and bayous, intrusions of salt water endanger the public health and send animals, such as 
snakes, to flee from flooded areas and take refuge in urban areas. 
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Have A Plan 
 
Every year we, as residents of St. Johns County, are reminded of the vulnerability of our coastal 
community to hurricanes.  As this County continues to grow and develop, this fact becomes 
increasingly important.  You and your family need to know what to do and where to go should 
the threat of hurricane (or any disaster) become real. 
 
A disaster can strike quickly and without warning.  You can be forced to evacuate your 
neighborhood or be confined to your home.  What will you do when disaster strikes?  Where will 
your family be when disaster strikes?  Are you prepared? 
 
Begin by gathering some basic, yet vital information.  Know if you live in an evacuation area or 
not.  Know your home's vulnerability to storm surge, flooding and wind.  If you are asked to 
evacuate, where will you go?  Know the evacuation routes you will take.  Do you have pets?  
What will you do with them?  Many hotels accept pets, most public shelters do not.  Contact St. 
Johns County Department of Emergency Management for the location of designated Pet-
Friendly Shelters.  Write a family plan based on this information.  Families can cope with a 
disaster by preparing in advance.  Knowing what to do in the event of disaster is your best 
protection.  For helpful information on preparing "Your Family Disaster Plan" as well as a 
"Family Disaster Supplies Kit," visit the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
website at: www.fema.gov  
 
Family Disaster Plan 
 

RR  Discuss the type of hazards that could affect your family. Know your home's vulnerability to 
storm surge, flooding and wind. 

RR  Locate a safe room or the safest areas in your home for each hurricane hazard. In certain 
circumstances the safest areas may not be your home but within your community. 

RR  Determine escape routes from your home and places to meet. These should be measured 
in tens of miles rather than hundreds of miles. 

RR  Have an out-of-state friend as a family contact; so all your family members have a single 
point of contact. 

RR  Make a plan now for what to do with your pets if you need to evacuate. 

RR  Post emergency telephone numbers by your phones and make sure your children know 
how and when to call 911. 

RR  Check your insurance coverage ï flood damage is not usually covered by homeowners 
insurance. 

RR  Stock non-perishable emergency supplies and a Disaster Supply Kit.  

RR  Use a NOAA Weather Radio. Remember to replace its battery every 6 months, as you do 
with your smoke detectors. 

RR  Take First Aid, CPR and disaster preparedness classes. 

http://www.fema.gov/
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Disaster Supply Kit 
 

RR  Water ï at least 1 gallon daily per person for 3 to 7 days 
 

 food ï at least enough for 3 to 7 days 

 non-perishable packaged or canned food / juices 

 foods for infants or the elderly 

 snack foods 

 non-electric can opener 

 cooking tools / fuel 

 paper plates / plastic utensils  

 

RR  Blankets / Pillows, etc. 
 

RR  Clothing ï seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy shoes 
 

RR  First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs 
 

RR  Special Items ï for babies and the elderly 
 

RR  Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes 
 

RR  Flashlight / Batteries 
 

RR  Radio - Battery operated and NOAA weather radio 
 

RR  Cash ï Banks and ATMs may not be open or available for extended periods. 
 

RR  Keys 
 

RR  Toys, Books and Games 
 

RR  Important documents ï in a waterproof container  
 

 insurance, medical records, bank account numbers, Social Security card, etc. 
 

RR  Tools ï keep a set with you during the storm 
 

RR  Vehicle fuel tanks filled 
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Preparing Your Pets Before A Disaster Strikes 
 
Dogs and Cats 
 

 Make sure your pet is current on all inoculations 
and is wearing proper identifying tags:  Rabies 
tag, tag with owner's name, address and phone 
number. 

 Keep a leash handy. 

 Obtain a pet carrier or crate in which your pet can 
stand and turn around. 

 When assembling emergency supplies for your 
household, include items needed for your pet: 

 
· Extra food / dry.  Store food in sturdy airtight 

containers. 
· Kitty litter if you own a cat. 
· Extra medications your pet may require. 

 

 If your pet is on a special diet and / or medication, have extra on hand to place in your 
Disaster Supply Kit. 

 Because evacuation shelters generally donôt accept pets (except for trained service 
animals), you should plan ahead to ensure that your family and pets will have a safe place 
to stay.  Donôt wait until disaster strikes to do your research. 

 Contact hotels and motels outside your immediate area to check policies on accepting Pets.  
Ask about any pet restrictions they may have.  Ask if ñno petò policies are waived in an 
emergency / disaster event. 

 Make a list of boarding facilities and veterinary offices that might be able to shelter animals 
in emergencies; include 24-hour telephone numbers. 

 If you leave, even if you think you may be gone only for a few hours, take your animals.  
Once you leave, you have no way of knowing how long youôll be kept out of the area, and 
you may not be able to go back for your pets. 

 
Birds 
 
The care of birds in disaster situations require special consideration.  Listed 
below are some recommendations. 
 

 Determine if your birds need a continuous supply of power.  Purchase a 
generator to meet your facilities needs.  Make sure your generator is in 
good running condition by starting it monthly. 

 Make sure you have a sufficient water supply.  Large water containers 
with chlorinated water (10 drops of chlorine bleach to each gallon of 
water) can be used to store water that prohibits bacterial growth.  Store 
water away from sunlight. 

 Aviaries should be equipped with an overhead sprinkler system.  This will be very important 
to minimize smoke inhalation, cool the air and reduce the chance of burn injuries. 
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 Aviculturists should have enough carriers on hand to evacuate all birds.  Many birds will run 
into their nest boxes during a crisis.  Nest boxes should be equipped with quick-release 
latches and a hinge-type cover over the entrance to enable you to remove the nest box and 
use it as a pet carrier.  Flights should be constructed with easy access into and out of them. 

 Birds often require specialty foods.  Make sure you know what these are and where you can 
get them.  Although surplus food can often be refrigerated, this may not be possible in a 
disaster, when the power supply is out. 

 Birds should be tested and free of psittacosis and tuberculosis.  These are serious diseases 
and are transmissible to many other animals and people. 

 Do not leave your birds where they can be exposed to fumes from fires or chemicals.  Birds 
are sensitive to smoke and fume and succumb quicker to smoke than most other animals. 

 
Make sure your disaster supplies are ready to go, including your Pet Disaster Kit. 

 
Disaster Kit Checklist for your Pet 
 

ÇÇ  Your written family / pet disaster plan 

ÇÇ  Crate / carrier and bedding 

ÇÇ  Food, water, manual can opener and dishes 

ÇÇ  Plastic bags, paper towels, newspaper (when shredded, can be used as cat litter)  

ÇÇ  Cleaning supplies, disinfectants 

ÇÇ  Collar, leash, harness 

ÇÇ  Muzzle, gauze rolls 

ÇÇ  Identification tags 

ÇÇ  Current medical and vaccination records 

ÇÇ  Extra bottles of daily medications or copies of prescriptions with current expiration dates 

ÇÇ  Current photos of you and your pet (s) together 

ÇÇ  Pet comfort items:  towels, blankets, toys 

ÇÇ  A list of hotels, motels and boarding kennels that accept pets 

ÇÇ  Detailed instructions for animal care and rescue workers 

ÇÇ  First aid kit for your pet (s) 

ÇÇ  Flashlights, batteries 

ÇÇ  Flat tire repair kit 

ÇÇ  Out-of-state telephone contact number  

ÇÇ  Label all pet supplies with your name, address and telephone number 

Contact St. Johns County Department of Emergency Management 
for the location of designated Pet-Friendly Shelters. 

Pet Shelters are not kennels. 

If you bring a pet to a shelter, you stay with and care for your pet. 
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Evacuation Information 
 

An Evacuation Order means that life-threatening conditions are possible in your area soon.  This should 
be taken seriously.  You will not be ordered to evacuate unless there is a real threat to your well-being, or 
you might become stranded where help could not reach you.  Don't second-guess government and 
emergency officials.  When you are told to evacuate, do so immediately.  Your safety, and the safety of 
others, depends on following instructions.  Evacuation saves lives.  Keep the following in mind if your 
area ever receives an Evacuation Order: 
 

 Follow the instructions and advice of your local government.  If you are advised to evacuate, do so.  
There is no point in waiting.  This will help you avoid traffic jams and rising water. 

 If certain travel routes are specified or recommended, use them. 

 Decide where you and your family will stay during the disaster. 

 Double-check the supplies in your "Emergency Kit". 

 Know your evacuation routes and the safest roads inland. 

 While shelters are available in a disaster, officials urge those with other options open to them - such 
as a friend's or relative's inland home, or a motel - to go there rather than a shelter. 

 If you must go to a shelter: 

·  Know the locations of the announced shelters closest to you and what route to take to get there.  
Public shelters will be announced over television and / or radio, and will be one or more of the 
public schools in St. Johns County.  Which schools are opened will depend on the type of 
disaster situation we are facing.  The schools that will be opened as shelters may not be the 
school nearest your home. 

·  Eat before you leave.  Meals may not be available at the shelter, especially in the first 24 hours. 
·  Bring the items listed on the "Shelter Supply List".   

 Turn off gas appliances at their individual shut-off valves inside your home. 

 Take important documents and insurance papers with you. 

 Bring ID.  You may need to show proof of residence to re-enter an evacuation area once the all clear 
is given. 

 Plan to evacuate if you live in a mobile home, manufactured home, RV, camper, or boat.   

 You will need to evacuate if you live on the coastline, on an offshore island, near a river, in a flood 
plain, in low-lying areas, or in a high-rise building. 

 

Designated Evacuation Routes  
 

If you live in - You should evacuate to: 
 

Ponte Vedra Beach / Sawgrass ï North on SR-A1A, turn West onto Butler Blvd.; proceed to I-95 or points West. 
 

Palm Valley area ï Proceed Southeast to CR-210, proceed to I-95 or points West. 
 

On coast halfway between Micklers Landing & South Ponte Vedra Beach ï North of Guana Dam, go North to SR-
A1A, proceed West across Palm Valley Bridge on CR-210.  South of Guana Dam, go South on SR-A1A, proceed 
West across Vilano Bridge.  Continue West on SR-16 to I-95 or points West. 
 

City of St. Augustine (On the mainland) ï North on US-1, turn West onto SR-16 or proceed Southwest on SR-207 
or South on US-1, proceed to I-95 or points West. 
 

City of St. Augustine (Davis Shores, Anastasia Island South to St. Augustine Alligator Farm) ï SR-A1A, proceed 
West across Bridge of Lions, to US-1 North or US-1 South and / or to SR-16, or SR-207 to I-95 or points West. 
 

South of St. Augustine Alligator Farm to area at South intersection of CR-A1A Beach Blvd. and SR-A1A, including 
City of St. Augustine Beach ï Nearest route to SR-312, proceed across Mickler-O'Connell Bridge to US-1 across 
SR-312 Extension to SR-207, proceed to I-95 or points West. 
 

South of intersection of CR-A1A to Crescent Beach ï South on SR-A1A to Crescent Beach, turn West on SR-206, 
proceed across Crescent Beach Bridge to US-1, proceed to I-95 or points West. 
 

Crescent Beach to Flagler County Line ï North on SR-A1A to Crescent Beach, turn West on SR-206, proceed 
across Crescent Beach Bridge to US-1, proceed to I-95 or points West. 
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Have A Place To Go 
 
Develop a family hurricane preparedness plan before an 
actual storm threatens your area.  If your family hurricane 
preparedness plan includes evacuation to a safer location then 
it is important to consider the following points: 
 
If ordered to evacuate, do not wait or delay your 
departure.  If possible, leave before local officials issue an 
evacuation order for your area. Even a slight delay in starting 
your evacuation will result in significantly longer travel times as 
traffic congestion worsens. 
 
Select an evacuation destination that is nearest to your home, preferably in the same 
county, or at least minimize the distance over which you must travel in order to reach 
your intended shelter location.  
 
In choosing your destination, keep in mind that the hotels and other sheltering options in most 
inland metropolitan areas are likely to be filled very quickly in a large, multi-county hurricane 
evacuation event.  
 
If you decide to evacuate to another county or region, be prepared to wait in traffic.  The 
large number of people in this state who must evacuate during a hurricane will probably cause 
massive delays and major congestion along most designated evacuation routes; the larger the 
storm, the greater the probability of traffic jams and extended travel times.  
 
If possible, make arrangements to stay with the friend or relative who resides closest to your 
home and who will not have to evacuate. Discuss with your intended host the details of your 
family evacuation plan well before the beginning of the hurricane season.  
 
If a hotel or motel is your final intended destination during an evacuation, make 
reservations before you leave. 
 
Most hotel and motels will fill quickly once evacuations begin. The longer you wait to make 
reservations, even if an official evacuation order has not been issued for your area or county, 
the less likely you are to find hotel / motel room vacancies, especially along interstate highways 
and in major metropolitan areas. 
 
If you are unable to stay with friends or family and no hotel / motel rooms are available, 
then as a last resort go to a shelter. 
 
Remember, shelters are not designed for comfort and do not usually accept pets.  Bring your 
disaster supply kit with you to the shelter.  Find Pet-Friendly hotels and motels. 
 
Make sure that you fill up your car with gas, before you leave. 
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